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The Poison of Selfish Ambition 
 
    The apostle  John describes Diotrephes as a person 
“who loves to be first,” meaning that he lusted after 
the power, recognition and special privileges that come 
with position.  As a result, Diotrephes was resentful 
and jealous of John’s spiritual influence in the church.   
     With his heart poisoned by selfish ambition, Diotre-
phes behaved ruthlessly toward those who opposed 
him.  Unlike Gaius, he refused to show hospitality to any 
of the visiting missionaries who were associated with 
John; he tried to ruin the reputations of John and his 
missionary friends by speaking badly about them to 
church members; he also forbade church members from 
welcoming the missionaries, and if they disobeyed, he put 
them out of the church.  Persons ruled by selfish ambi-
tion disrupt the unity of the church and dishonour the 
leaders and the name of Christ.  
     When ambition once raised its ugly head among his dis-
ciples, Jesus said to them, “whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:43-45).   
     May the mind of Christ rule all who would aspire to 
positions of leadership among God’s people.  And may 
His son’s leadership skill be our model, for the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve (Matt. 20:28). 

 
Do you have to be poor so as to be holy? 
      
It has been taught for many years that holiness and pov-
erty go hand in hand.  The apostle Paul said “I know how 
to be abased, and how to abound.”  Then “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:12-
13).  You can be just as holy when you are financially 
comfortable as you can be when you are poor.  Perhaps 
it is easier to cry out to God for help when you are in 
need.  But if Christians sanctify God in their hearts 
ahead of material concern, they should be able to live 
above their circumstances whether that involves pros-
perity or poverty. 
     Poverty is a curse, not a blessing.  It is certainly not 
equated with righteousness.  It comes sometimes be-
cause of the horrors of war, sometimes because of un-
just or unwise government, sometimes because of op-
pression by the greedy and the ruthless, sometimes be-
cause of disobedience to God’s commandments, and 
sometimes because of lack of knowledge of God’s prin-
ciples of blessing.  Sometimes temporary poverty fol-
lows a satanic attack or a serious and unexplainable 
calamity.  Whatever its cause, poverty is not equated 
with holiness. 
     Some voluntarily take a vow of poverty so that they 
can give themselves totally to God.  In that situation, 
poverty becomes a blessing for those people, because 
they have given up material riches for God.  However, 
simply being poor is not a sign of holiness (Luke 18:22).  
Of course, neither is being wealthy.  Godly people are 
those who are content wherever God has placed them 
and who are serving Him to the best of their abilities,  
irrespective of material circumstances (I Tim. 6:6, 17-19). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What is a Demon?  (Mark 5:2-5) 
     A demon is a fallen angel.  When Satan, who was the 
very highest angel, rebelled against God, he took a 
large number of the angels with him in rebellion (Is. 
14:12-15; Rev. 12:3-4).  When their rebellion failed, they 
were cast out of heaven.  Those angels are now demons.  
As angels can ascend the heights of spirituality, de-
mons reach the depths of hatred, bitterness, rebellion, 
disobedience and perversion.  Demons torment people, 
possess them, and lead them from God and His truth (Mk. 
5:2-5; Acts 13:6-12).   
     Although lust, homosexuality, drunkenness, glut-
tony and witchcraft are expressions of sinful flesh, 
these are among practices that can also be expressions 
of demonic activity in the lives of people.  Grossly per-
verted sexual practices, such as sadomasochism and pe-
dophilia, have demonic roots.  In a similar manner, schizo-
phrenia can be a mental disease, but it can also be cause 
by demon possession. 
     Just as the angels have archangels and higher pow-
ers, the demons have what are called “principalities and 
powers.”  It is possible that various demon princes are in 
charge of specific cities or regions in the world.  There 
is conflict in the invisible world between God’s loyal 
messengers and the demonic hosts and their human 
agents.  Somehow in God’s wonderful order, He uses 
the prayers of His people to restrain demonic activity 
and to direct the action of angelic powers to control 
demons  (Daniel 10). 
 

What is Exorcism?  (Acts 19:13) 
     Exorcism is commanding, in the name of Jesus, a demon 
to come out of an individual, a house, or wherever the 
demon happens to be.  Exorcism is accomplished by the 
spoken word, in the name of Jesus, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and it is done simply and quickly (Acts 
16:16-18).   
     The person who is doing the exorcism should be filled 
with God’s Spirit.  He should not have any weakness 
(Acts 19:13-16).  So, this person should be pure of ulte-
rior motives, sexual impurities, greed, and anything that 
would leave him open to some charge by the Devil, who 
is the accuser of the brethren.    Another warning is 
that people should not go out looking for demons or 
make up demons where they do not exist.  A believer 
should be prepared to confront demons when the need 
arises, but he or she should not seek this kind of en-
counter. 
 

The Five C’s 
     A long time ago someone wrote me a letter in which 
she pointed out a few words to help me understand Phil. 
3 in specific and life principles in general.  That letter 
helped me.  I hope this letter will help you.  I won’t teach 
you the ABC’s just the C’s.  There are five of them.  Af-
ter you read this, turn back to Phil. 3 and hook some of 
those verses up with these words.  Maybe you could do 
it with your family or some neighbours or friends. 
Consecration: -  Commit yourself to making your life 
count for something or someone. 
Concentration: -  Focus on a specific objective or goal. 
Cancellation: -  To focus, you have to cancel out some 
things.  Toss them in trash. 
Continuation: -  To get where you’re going, you have to 
keep on going. 
Constellation:   There are some things we have to do 
together.  One star does not a galaxy make.   I find these 
principles or values helpful in thinking about what I 
want out of life.  If they help you live for Christ, pass 
them along to someone else. 
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Shut The Door to Spiritual Darkness 
     
 The year 1999 may possibly go down as causing the most 
severe setback to the demonic world of darkness since 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  Nevertheless, there 
are millions of Christians today that are yet to rid their 
homes of spiritual darkness.  Here are some of the key 
questions to ask as you consider how to shut the door 
to spiritual darkness in your home. 

 Do you have any fetishes that are linked with su-
perstitions (e.g. good luck, protection or charms)? 

 Do you have any object linked with familiar spirits 
that your family has passed on from the old gen-
eration to your present generation? 

 Do you have any objects related to Secret Socie-
ties (such as Ogboni cults)  

 Do you have any objects or artwork that repre-
sents a foreign God (status of Buddha or that of 
Mary/Madonna)? 

 Do you have any objects or artwork related to 
false religions (e.g. the Book of Momon)? 

 Do you have any objects related to the occult 
(e.g. Ouija boards)? 

 Do you have any objects that are linked with inor-
dinate affections from previous past relationships 
(e.g. old love letters or gifts)? 

 Do you have any objects or items that are part of 
your belief system that is contrary to the teaching 
of the blood of Jesus (e.g. candles, status of 
Mary/Madonna)? 

 Do you have movies, books, magazines, pictures, and 
other objects that do not glorify the Holy char-
acter of God? 

 Do you always control your children’s games and 
toys to remove any occult items, Demonic Comics 
or Video games? 

     These items are capable of hindering your prayers and 
life of worship.  They need to be burnt as in Acts 19:19 
breaking all curses that the paraphernalia may have rep-
resented.  Eliminating objects that can give the enemy a 
place in our lives (such as those mentioned above) is a ma-
jor step toward ridding our homes of spiritual darkness 
and coming into the abundant life Jesus promised. 
 

How to be Free from Bondage 
 
Now it’s true that there are some habits we can break by 
our own will power.  But to be completely free, you can’t 
rule your flesh by will power.  You can do it only as you 
allow your spirit to be empowered by God’s Spirit.  For 
example, your will power or the common knowledge that 
smoking endangers health is not enough a force to help 
you give up smoking.  Real change works from the inside 
out.  The biggest battle in your life will always be in the 
area of your thoughts and impulses.  That’s where the en-
emy operates.  If he can get your mind off the Word, and 
into that realm, he can swing you towards sin every time.   
 
But the Word of God is the language of the Holy Spirit.  
When you stay in the Word you’re allowing the Holy 
Spirit to speak constantly to you – and then you can keep 
your flesh in subjection.  On the other hand, when you 
dwell in sinful thoughts, you’re operating in the enemy’s 
language and letting him dictate to you.   
Satan is the ultimate author of every temptation to sin, 
although most temptations are meditated through the 
lust of a person’s flesh and the sinful spiritual environ-
ment of the world.  Satan is a cruel master.  Take a step 
today and be free completely. 

 
 

When Trouble Comes 
 
David was ‘riding high’ until he came home one day, to find 
that the enemy had destroyed his home and taken his fam-
ily captive.  Think, if the enemy can do that to King David, 
then he can do it to you.  He’ll even attack your family to 
get at you.  God never promised a carpet on the race-
track or a bed of roses on the battlefield.  “In fact, eve-
ryone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 
be persecuted. (2Tim.3:12).  His attack only confirms that 
you’re moving in the right direction. 
 
First David’s men gave in to despair; next they looked for 
somebody to blame.  Sound familiar?  But all that did was 
bring discouragement to their hearts and division to 
their ranks.  There’s not solution in blame; when you play 
the ‘blame game’ you’re only doing the devil’s job for him 
and making things worse. (Rev.12:10). 
 
Look what David did: first, he encouraged himself in the 
Lord.  He had to, for there was nobody else to do it for 
him.  Next he said, ‘Bring me the Ephord.’ (1Sam.30:6-7).  
That’s what Israel used to give them direction.  In our ter-
minology, he called for the Bible.  Child of God, the di-
rection and strength you need to win the battle are in 
your Bible.  Read it, for it’s “...the wore of His grace, 
which can build you up …” (Acts 20:32).   
 
Finally, ’David inquired of the Lord, ’shall I pursue this 
raiding party?’  ‘Pursue them, ’ He replied.  ’you 
will...succeed.’” (1Sam. 30:8)  Have you talked to the Lord 
about it yet? God wants to restore to you everything the 
enemy has taken – but you’ve got to do these three 
things.     
 

Lessons in the Storm 
 
On this way to Rome, Paul want through the worst storm 
of his life.  (Acts 27:23-27) If you’re in one today, con-
sider these points. 
 
1)   Disobedience can cause a storm!  Because the owner 
refused God’s warning through Paul, it cost him his ship, 
his cargo and almost his life.  Your disobedience can 
bring a storm on your health, family, career and ever 
your stewardship in the ministry.  God doesn't introduce 
His commandments by saying “If you’re in the mood,”  No, 
He means what he says and He intends it for your good.  
Listen to him! 
 
2)   If you’re in a storm today, you’re not alone!  Paul said, 
“For there stood by me this night the angel of God, 
whose I am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not… God hath 
given thee all them that sail with thee… for I believe God 
…” With Him on board, there’s not a storm big enough to 
take you under. 
 
3)   With God in your side – you’re in charge!  Paul looked 
like a prisoner, but had more authority than the captain.  
He was bound in chains, but was the freest man on board.  
You see, when you’ve heard from God, you, can handle 
anything.  Listen, “No weapon forged against you will 
prevail, and you will refute every tongue that rises 
against you.  This is the heritage of the servants of the 
Lord…” (Isaiah 54:17)  The word for you today is you’re 
going to come through this victoriously. 

 
DEMONIC ACTIVITIES  
Demons are given rights by man through sin.  Unless that 
sin is repented of, demons will legalistically hang on to 
the ground they have been given.  Demons do their work 
most effectively when they are able to lie hidden.  There 
are many so called Christians in the Church who are 
struggling with physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual 
problems who are really struggling with demons and 
don’t know it.   ALL CHRISTIANS’ FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL 
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